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1.0 Introduction 
The Lower Klamath Project (FERC No. 14803) consists of four hydroelectric developments on 
the Klamath River: J.C. Boyle, Copco No. 1, Copco No. 2, and Iron Gate (Figure 1-1).  
Specifically, the reach between J.C. Boyle Dam and Iron Gate Dam is known as the 
Hydroelectric Reach.  In September of 2016, the Renewal Corporation filed an Application for 
Surrender of License for Major Project and Removal of Project Works, FERC Project Nos. 2082-
063 & 14803-001 (License Surrender).  The Renewal Corporation filed the License Surrender 
Application as the dam removal entity for the purpose of implementing the Klamath River 
Hydroelectric Settlement (KHSA).  In November of 2020, the Renewal Corporation filed its 
Definite Decommissioning Plan (DDP) as Exhibits A-1 and A-2 to its Amended License 
Surrender Application (ALSA).  The DDP is the Renewal Corporation’s comprehensive plan to 
physically remove the Project and achieve a free-flowing condition and volitional fish passage, 
site remediation and restoration, and avoidance of adverse downstream impacts (Proposed 
Action).  In November 2022, the Commission approved the ALSA and issued the License 
Surrender Order (LSO) approving facility removal and habitat restoration. 

The Proposed Action includes the deconstruction of the J.C. Boyle Dam and Powerhouse 
(Figure 1-2), Copco No. 1 Dam and Powerhouse (Figure 1-3), Copco No. 2 Dam and 
Powerhouse (Figure 1-4), and Iron Gate Dam and Powerhouse (Figure 1-5), as well as 
associated features.  Associated features vary by development, but generally include 
powerhouse intake structures, embankments and sidewalls, penstocks and supports, decks, 
piers, gatehouses, fish ladders and holding facilities, pipes and pipe cradles, spillway gates and 
structures, diversion control structures, aprons, sills, tailrace channels, footbridges, powerhouse 
equipment, distribution lines, transmission lines, switchyards, original cofferdams, portions of the 
Iron Gate Fish Hatchery, residential facilities, and warehouses.  Facility removal will be 
completed within an approximately 20-month period.  

This Interim Hydropower Operations Plan identifies that after license transfer and until 
drawdown and dam removal are initiated, the Renewal Corporation will implement the 
“Agreement for Operation and Maintenance of the Lower Klamath Project between the Klamath 
River Renewal Corporation and PacifiCorp” (Appendix A), for purpose of such operation and 
maintenance.  The Renewal Corporation prepared 16 Management Plans to implement the 
DDP, and the Commission reviewed and approved these plans as conditions of its License 
Surrender Order.  These Management Plans were developed in consultation with federal, state, 
and county governments and tribes. 

The LSO Ordering Paragraph (L) approves the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan as filed on 
December 14, 2021.  The Renewal Corporation now submits limited modifications to this 
approved plan as stated in Table 2-2.  These modifications comply with the requirements in 
Ordering Paragraph (N) and include refinement in means and methods due to further 
consultation with the California State Water Resources Control Board pursuant to the 
requirements in Ordering Paragraph (E).  Table 2-2 herein shows the material modifications to 



Lower Klamath Project – FERC No. 14803  

Interim Hydropower Operations Plan     2 

the approved version of this Interim Hydropower Operations Plan.  An updated Consultation 
Record for the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan is included as Appendix B. 
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 Figure 1-1. Lower Klamath Project Location 
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Figure 1-2. J.C. Boyle Development Facility Details  
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Figure 1-3. Copco No.1 Development Facility Details 
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Figure 1-4. Copco No.2 Development Facility Details 
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Figure 1-5. Iron Gate Development Facility Details 
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2.0 Regulatory Context 
The Interim Hydropower Operations Plan is one of 16 Management Plans implementing the 
DDP. 

Table 2-1. Lower Klamath River Management Plans 

1. Aquatic Resources Management Plan 9. Remaining Facilities Plan 
2. Construction Management Plan 10. Reservoir Area Management Plan 
3. Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 11. Reservoir Drawdown and Diversion Plan 
4. Hatcheries Management and Operations 

Plan 
12. Sediment Deposit Remediation Plan 

5. Health and Safety Plan 13. Terrestrial and Wildlife Management Plan 
6. Historic Properties Management Plan 14. Waste Disposal and Hazardous Materials 

Management Plan 
7. Interim Hydropower Operations Plan 15. Water Quality Monitoring and 

Management Plan 
8. Recreation Facilities Plan 16. Water Supply Management Plan 

2.1 Purpose of the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan  
The purpose of the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan is to outline the measures the Renewal 
Corporation will implement to protect water quality and fisheries if drawdown and dam removal 
are not initiated within five years of issuance of the License Surrender Order.  These proposed 
measures are part of the Proposed Action.  

2.2 Specific Regulatory Interests 
The Renewal Corporation considered the following regulatory interests in the development of 
the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan:   

• Oregon Memorandum of Understanding 
• California Section 401 Water Quality Certification  
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife Memorandum of Understanding 
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Final Environmental Impact Statement 
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission License Surrender Order 

2.3 Modifications to the Approved Plan 
The Renewal Corporation has modified the December 2021 version of this plan in the following 
material respects to comply with the November 17, 2022, License Surrender Order. 
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Table 2-2. Modifications to the Approved Plan 

SECTION MODIFICATIONS 

Section 3.0: Operations 
Procedures 

• Appendix A includes an updated Agreement for Operation and 
Maintenance of the Lower Klamath Project between the 
Klamath River Renewal Corporation and PacifiCorp. 

2.1 Regulatory Approval  
The Renewal Corporation will implement the Interim Hydropower Operations Plan as approved 
by the Commission in the License Surrender Order.  The Renewal Corporation will obtain and 
report to the Commission any required approvals from other agencies.  

2.2 Reporting  
The Renewal Corporation will prepare and submit to the Commission an Annual Report by April 
15 of each year which will include information pertaining to implementation of the Interim 
Hydropower Operations Plan.  

3.0 Operation Procedures 
After license transfer, and until drawdown and dam removal are initiated, the Renewal 
Corporation will implement the “Agreement for Operation and Maintenance of the Lower 
Klamath Project between the Klamath River Renewal Corporation and PacifiCorp” (Appendix A), 
for purpose of such operation and maintenance.
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Consultation Record 
 

 



Consultation Record 
 

Interim Hydropower Operations Plan 

Agency 
Date of Agency Plan 

Submittal 
Agency Comments Received 

Date 

California State Water Resources Control Board 
January 18, 2021 
August 3, 2021 

July 7, 2022 

No Comments Received 
September 3, 2021 

No Comments Received 
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